
  

April 19 - May 15, 2021  
  

First Things  

  
A Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends 
  
Who We Are: FBC: Where every person matters and 
relationships with God and neighbors grow. 
  
What We Do: We are learning to live the life that Jesus 
would live if Jesus were living our life through: 

 meaningful worship and study 

 valuing and loving others through service 
 embracing God's created diversity 
 intentional connections to our community 

 caring for one another through all of life 

 

DUE TO PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS 
 

OUR OFFICE IS ONLY OPEN VIA 
APPOINTMENT 

 

Please contact the Office  
via phone or email. 

Office: 989-835-6731 

Email: Office@midlandfbc.com 

Someone from our office  
will get back to you.  

 
  
Rev. Lara Escoffre 
joined our pastoral staff, 
in December 2012, as the 
Pastor of Preaching and 
Teaching; in June 2015, 
Lara transitioned into the 
role of Lead Pastor. Lara 
has a passion for 
preaching and teaching 
God’s word and for 
walking with people as 
they discover who God 
has created them to be. 
Lara is active in the Anti-
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, Mid-Michigan 
Health Advisory Council, 
and Faithwalking. She 
and her husband, 
Laurent, have three 
children: Lola, Chloe and 
Devin. 

 

 

   

 

 
 
 



 

PRAYER PARTNERS 

 
For those that Grieve: the family of Karolea Streeter 
  

For the health needs of many of our church family: Gale Bradish (kidney cancer), 
Devin Heise (healing of arm), Pat McCourt (recovery, strength, healing, numbness), 
Isabelle Mellon (pregnancy), Anne Poindexter (strength to deliver care to Mom/health), 
Elaine Poindexter (recovery/now home), Bruce Rogers (growth on kidney/liver on 
hospice), Tansley Rogers, Mary Lou Sperry (vertigo), Preston Streeter, Marcia 
Williams (migraines) 
  

And the needs of loved ones:  
Kathy Boucher (Karen's mom - diabetic/broken foot), Angela Bushell's grandmother 
(hospitalization-pneumonia/dementia), Tonya Gillespie (struggle w/addiction - prayers 
for God's help in remaining clean), Hunter Grove (nephew of Ruth Pangborn-
aggressive cancer treatment), Kevin Cuthbertson (cancer/surgery/chemo), Kristy (Jim 
Kent's daughter-brain aneurism), Ben & Nancy Page (eye recovery and 
cognitive/dementia issues), Julia Page (healing/upcoming surgeries of elbow), Sara 
(friend of Andrea Snoddy – aggressive cancer/chemo treatment), Shirley (Marcia's 
sister kidney stones) 
  

If you know of other folks in our church who need special prayer: Please contact 
the church office by phone: 835-6731 or by email: office@midlandfbc.com. 
  

 

LETTER FROM PASTOR 
  

On the Friday which began Spring Break, my family gathered for dinner at my parent’s 
home so that my kids could meet the new puppy (“Wrigley”) prior to visiting their dad in 
Illinois. (We had plans to drive the kids to Chicago on Sunday after church).  
  

On that Friday evening after dinner, my son Devin, his grandpa, and the puppy went 
outside for one of Wrigley’s many “potty breaks.”  A few minutes later, we heard Devin 
crying in a way that told all of us, “something is seriously wrong!” Running out to 
discover what had happened, we learned that Devin had tripped over a stake in the 
yard, seriously hurting his arm. We quickly determined that a trip to the Emergency 
Department was needed. At the hospital we learned that Devin had, indeed, redefined 
the term “Spring Break” by fracturing his arm. 
 

Given the year we have all experienced, I should have been able to “change gears 
quickly” when the ER doctor told us that Devin had fractured his arm and would need to 
see a local specialist on Monday. But that was not the case! Instead, over the entire 
weekend it felt as though the family was running around in limbo, uncertain of what was 
coming next. When were we going to Chicago? Would the kids be able to go to 
Chicago, at all, over break? Would surgery be required? The questions went on and on, 
leaving us restless and anxious. 



  

When we read the Old Testament story about God’s people wandering in the 
wilderness, I think it is easy for us to forget that the writers only tell us about the “big 
moments” in the story. As such, it is easy for us to look at the actions of God’s people in 
the wilderness and think, “They should have had more faith.” But, think about the day-
to-day life of the Hebrews who wandered in the desert for forty years! Every day you 
wake up and wonder, “Is the Cloud (God’s presence that was leading them) going to 
move today? If so -- in what direction? To the left where there is more desert, or to the 
right where mountains are a scene in the distance?” How many of them began to take 
the cloud for granted? How many were born during the wilderness experience and 
never thought much about God’s presence in the cloud at all--nor the possibility of a 
future outside of the desert? 
  

A year ago, many of us would have struggled to understand what that level of 
uncertainty might be like. Not anymore! Today, uncertainty seems to be the only 
certainty we have! We wonder, “If I don’t leave the house today, will I be able to leave it 
tomorrow?” “Have I been exposed to the virus?” “If I get sick, how sick will I get?” “When 
will I be able to get a shot?” “Does this shot mean I am really protected?”  
  

For the leadership of First Baptist (Team Network), this has been a hard year. It has 
been hard to lead, when so much is constantly changing. It is hard to know what to do, 
when at times there has not been a clear path forward. For months, our church met 
virtually. For the leadership it was a struggle to know when it would be wise to welcome 
our members back into the sanctuary. FINALLY, in January, we decided to open the 
building for in-person worship and the attendance has continued to grow. In fact, we 
celebrated the resurrection of our Lord with over forty people in the sanctuary on Easter 
morning! 
  

In short order, those gathering for worship in-person began to ask, “What is the plan for 
resuming singing?” which makes sense given our congregation’s passion for music. 
Therefore, in March we sent out a survey to discern when people were planning to 
return to in-person worship and how comfortable they would be singing in worship. 
From the responses received we learned two valuable things: 

 55% of people are attending worship online (37% on FB and 18% on Zoom).  

 A majority of those who currently worshipping electronically plan to remain 
participants via technology until either they themselves are vaccinated or until a 
majority of those who are attending have been vaccinated.  

 

Our Sunday morning participation during this difficult time is a reason to celebrate! Our 
numbers online are wonderful. Based on information we have access to about 
viewership, I estimate we are reaching about 50 people outside of our church family on 
a weekly basis. We are truly reaching a wide audience, not just from within our church 
congregation, and in Midland, but around the world.   
  



Second, (based upon the survey) while most people attending worship on Sunday 
morning (on any platform) have not been fully vaccinated, it seems that most are 
scheduled to be vaccinated soon. This gives the leadership hope that - soon - we will be 
gathering in larger numbers, together, once again! And, perhaps, even with singing!  
  

HOWEVER, in the interim, the number of CoVid cases in Midland is on the rise and 
Governor Whitmer is asking us to “pause life” once again; which adds new dynamics to 
the discussion. Once again, Team Network must discuss how to best move forward as 
we look to keep our community safe. Again, our way forward is uncertain. 
  

Like the Hebrew people wandering in the wilderness, our day to day lives are “up in the 
air.” But God’s end game is not! God is going to establish His kingdom in the world, and 
His people are going to be part of it. He has a plan; after all He is the “Alpha and the 
Omega,” the beginning and the end of all things.  
  

Sometimes though, knowing God has a plan is not as comforting as we would like it to 
be. That is when we need to remember: God is not only the Alpha and the Omega but 
also “I Am,” meaning the one who is present with me right now. What does that mean? 
  

Our God is present with us in the now. He appreciates what we are going through: the 
pain, the sorrow, the frustration, and the uncertainty. God invites us to offer all of these 
emotions over to Him. “Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest,” Jesus says (Matthew 11:28). 
  

Right now, we do not have answers about what is to come, but as your leaders we 
(Team Network) commit to seeking God’s leading and finding ways to hear voices from 
the congregation as we seek direction. As we do this, I invite each and every one of you 
to lean into the truth that God IS with us and invites us to rest in Him.    
  

~Rev. Lara Escoffre 
 
 
 

   MUSIC NOTES     
  

  

First Baptist Church Family, 
  

Thank you for supporting me through these past three years as your Praise Team 
Leader. I am forever grateful for everything that I have learned through these years, and 
the amazing people that worked beside me through this journey. I have been incredibly 
blessed by the mentorship that I have received from many of you, not just as a leader 
but as a person. This has been the best stepping stone anyone could ever ask for. I will 
always carry the memories and love we have shared. I will miss all of you.  
  

Sincerely, Ceonni Williams  



FROM THE DESK OF KAREN BOUCHER 
  

Many years ago, a wonderful friend gave me a book; “Hope as Old as Fire.” It’s a 
spiritual diary written by Steven Charleston. It’s a diary that I have read so many times 
that the pages have been off the binder for years. The pages can be found on my 
nightstand, some on my side table, and some in my work bag.  These pages are a 
reminder of the work of the Holy Spirit and how it cannot be denied, it’s a reminder  the 
love of Jesus is so powerful all can be accomplished despite the challenges of life. 
  

The following quote comes from page 88; “Come be strong with me today.  Come stand 
beneath the Spirit. Perhaps like me you have troubles enough to fill your day, a life that 
has taught you limits. Perhaps like me you have no power but God’s good love, no 
wisdom apart from learning. But faith is found among those who know the meaning of 
moving mountains. When I rise nothing can contain me. Come be strong with me today. 
Come stand beneath the Spirit.” 
  

My choice for this quote is due to the amount of changes and challenges we have faced 
this past year. Worship, Christian Education opportunities, and youth events have all 
had to be reviewed, revamped, and renewed in order to keep the spiritual health of the 
church and individuals going strong. Volunteers have offered ZOOM lessons that are 
relevant for today’s daily life. Pastor Lara continues to offer weekly lessons that expand 
our thinking and relevance of our faith walk. The youth have stayed connected with 
weekly meetings, and life groups have also found a way to meet on a regular basis. Our 
eyes have been open in ways of keeping people connected despite the inability to meet 
in person, for example the Advent and recently Holy Week bags. This week the C.E. 
Team will meet a second time this month to look for ways we could continue to offer 
spiritual learning during the summer months. Our goal has always been to follow the 
spirits leading in offering new ways to be connected as a church body especially during 
this past year. So, I invite you, come stand with us today, beneath the spirit, and pray 
for the team and with First Baptist.  Pray for our role, and yours as well, while we 
continue to serve together in seeking wisdom for ourselves and our church family. 
  

Serving together under one Spirit, 
Karen Boucher 

  
  
  

APRIL & MAY YOUTH SCHEDULE 
  

ZOOM MEETINGS - WEDNESDAYS 

7:00 - 8:00 PM 

  



MISSION & MINISTRY  
  
  
  

 
  
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

  
Scholarship Applications are available in the Narthex, and through the link below. 
Funds awarded are to be used in Fall 2021 for either undergraduate or graduate 
studies. 
  
Please contact Shelley Page at office@midlandfbc.com or call 835-6731, with 
any questions. 
  
Completed applications must be submitted by April 30, 2021. 
  
  

 
 



 
  

 SHUT-INS 
  

 Consider calling one of our Shut-Ins...  
  

Joyce Phillips  989-832-2940 

40 Rosemary Court, Midland, MI 48640 
  

Ruthie O'Dell  989-259-7303 

Brookdale Assisted Living, 4004 Waldo Ave, Midland 48642 
  

Bruce Rogers  989-878-1844 

Colonial Villa, 5007 Universal Dr, Midland, MI 48640 
  

Shirley Sevener  989-832-3010 

4815 Russell St, Midland, MI 48640 

 
  



 
  

We'd like to send Warm Birthday & Anniversary Wishes 

 

 
  



 

 
 

  



 
Dear First Baptist Church Family: 
  

"THANK YOU" cannot express the depth of my sincere gratitude towards my First 
Baptist Church Family's expression of love through your gifts of service and food for my 
son's wedding rehearsal and reception. 
  

When my son and his girlfriend came to me and said they wanted to get married in 6 
weeks time, I was a bit overwhelmed...especially during a time when I am dealing with 
my daughter's pain and need for upcoming surgeries, my husband's own upcoming 
appointment with a neurosurgeon for possible surgery, and dealing with my father-in-
law's upcoming (at that time) retinal surgery and recovery...as well as his and my 
mother-in-law's cognitive difficulties. So, though the timing wasn't exactly perfect, I 
jumped in to help my son and soon-to-be daughter-in-law with their special day.  
  

After telling Debbie Hitt of the upcoming wedding, she surprised me by telling me that 
my First Baptist Church Family wanted to serve ME and my family by taking care 
purchasing and cooking the food, and doing the serving and clean up before and after 
the wedding! What a humbling experience this has been to me! Somehow, it is easier 
for me to serve than receive! (I know there are others in this church family that feel the 
same way! :) ) 
  

The day of the wedding turned out beautiful, but due to snafu's experienced that day, I 
can honestly say we couldn't have pulled everything off without the help from First 
Baptist Church. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
  

I appreciate all of you! Thank you for those who gave your time, your money, your 
talents and/or your PRAYERS for this special day. Special Thanks to Debbie Hitt for 
organizing this gift to my family; Keith & Karen Freeburg and Bobbie Baker for help 
decorating for the rehearsal dinner; Kathy Pellegrom for opening her "beach" home for 
our use to dress the day of the wedding; and for those that served food/cleaned up 
during these events: Roger & Louise Bergman, Debbie & Jim Hitt, Bobbie Baker, Barb 
Neil, and, I'm sorry, I know I'm forgetting some people that were on-site, but my brain is 
mush concerning the blur of the wedding weekend! Thank you ALL so very much! 
 
 
  



The Wedding Rehearsal Dinner - Medieval Themed: 

 
  

The Wedding Party: 
  

 
   

The Bride and Groom:   Thank you ALL!  ~Shelley Page 



 
  

 


